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Your Organization 

Halton Hills 

Camera Club 

Newsletter 

 
Halton Hills, Ontario, Canada 

Next HHCC  

Meeting: Wed.  

May 8th at 7pm 

Until April 7—True to 

the Eyes gallery show 

(Ryerson) 

April 1-20—Spark  

Photo Festival 

Northumberland, Pe-

terborough, and the 

Kawartha   

April 13— 'Birds in 

Flight' Photography 

sessions 

Butterfly Conservatory  

Niagara $35 

April 25th—'A Photo 

Journey'  presentation 

Toronto Camera Club 

$15 

May 4—GTA  

Photography Contest & 

Exhibit | Views From 

Generation Z   

(Age 8-17) 

 

For full calendar of events 

in our area check out: 

HHCC Online Calendar 

HHCC Meetings: 

We meet at:  

St. George’s Church Hall, 60 Guelph St., Georgetown 

Issue 13 April 2019 

1. CLUB NIGHT—Wednesday April 3rd Guest 
Speaker: Lance Gitter 

His presentation will include some 
short photo-essays as well as live 
demonstrations of how he approach-
es creating creative images and 
shows. His demos will include:  
Zooming, Moving camera around, 
blending two photos in photoshop, 
Using topaz studio and plugins, Slow 
shutter speeds for fast objects, Mon-
tages, Freezing flowers in the fridge, black light, light 
painting with a small flashlight, kids light toys, taking 
multiple pics of person moving and blending together , 
looking for items with texture- snowflakes, frost and 
reflections in water 
Also,  
2. PhotoArt image return 
3. InClub Spring Competition image Intake 

From the Editor 

First, congratulations to the PhotoArt team especially Sheri and 

Karin. A great show again this year! Thanks to committee 

members and volunteers. 

This month's newsletter features a profile of HHCC  

member Chris Gillespie and highlights of PhotoArt 2019.  

Enjoy the read.     Dan Harmer 

http://www.hhcc.ca/calendar.html
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Growing up in east end of downtown Toronto I was the youngest of six 

kids.  My parents split when I was about four and that meant my mother 

had all six of us to look after. That also meant moving to social housing  

…. Regent Park to be specific! 

Back then in the mid 60’s and early 70's, I was given the  nickname of 

“Brat” by my siblings.  I earned that name too!  I remember liking a girl 

in grade six, well what better way to get her to like me then to put a little 

gum in her hair!  That kinda thing…you know? 

About grade eight, I realized that I better stop being the “Brat” as I was about to go to high school 

and if I wanted to graduate,  which I did, I needed to figure this out on my own.  I chose to at-

tend a high school in the far west end of Toronto, so that I wouldn’t  be distracted by my buddies.   

That seemed to settle things down for me.  Attending high school, I joined the Graphic Arts pro-

gram and was also in the photography club.  

 This was my first exposure to photography.  Part of the in-school 

photo club meant that we printed and produced our own yearbooks 

and that meant  I needed to take action photos of all the school 

teams, social clubs, etc.  That was where I started and I enjoyed it 

a lot!  Photography kept me focused and out of trouble. 

Life went on and once I had my own family, the camera went on 

the shelf for a few years.  But about six years ago, I ended up trad-

ing in my film cameras and buying my first digital camera.  It wasn’t 

long at all before photography became an addiction for me and I 

was upgrading cameras every four months.  This was also the time 

when I bumped into fellow club member Tom Clarke, in Milton 

where I live. Tom and I became great friends immediately.  He’s helped me foster my camera ad-

diction to its present day level!  

I am a Canon shooter and own two professional bodies as well as a plethora of pro lenses.  I also 

own studio lighting, backdrops, filters and C-stands. Does that make the picture clearer about my 

addiction?  

There are so many facets to photography to learn, so I like to challenge myself to get better and 

learn all of them.   

                                                      Continued on Page 3 

Chris Gillespie  
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Member Profile -  Chris Gillespie (continued from Page 2) 

This past summer I thought I would challenge my ability to photograph a wedding by myself.  It 

went very well, although I was physically drained from the 

experience of the hot day and constant running around to get 

the shots with very little time!                                             

I believe you learn so much 

from venturing into areas of 

photography that you have nev-

er  done before.  Even if it 

doesn’t work out the way you 

wanted, there will be lessons 

learned from the attempt that 

will make you better.  I believe 

the camera allows us to see dif-

ferently.  It allows us to create 

and build something beautiful and powerful. 

The one key element to any good photograph is good light. I practice looking, for or creating this 

on a regular basis.  I would say I love portrait photography the best. This provides ample opportu-

nities to capture the stories of families and individuals. My style tends to be “fill the frame”.  My 

aim is to highlight the eyes in a shot of a person or 

animal, allowing the viewer’s emotion to be captured 

in a moment of time. Some of my first challenges 

were doing portraits (for friends and families.  Of 

course, the best way to learn is from experience, so 

shooting friends and family were done at no charge.  

When I started to feel more comfortable and confi-

dent, I began to charge for portrait shots and value 

my work more. Today, I do both portraits and cor-

porate headshots and make a decent return, so that I have enough pennies to purchase new 

equipment, every now and then….it feeds my addiction! 

Photography has meant so much to me personally.  Not only do I love being out places with my 

camera, but it has also allowed me to volunteer and give back to my community  through the 

many charities I shoot for, including Special Olympics, Police Artists of Peel and Friends for Har-

mony.  

 

                                                 Continued on Page 4 
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Member Profile -  Chris Gillespie (continued from Page 3) 

In 2016, I figured it was time to get back in the class room so I registered for the Sheridan College 

Photography program.  I currently have two courses left in order to get my certificate. I have really 

enjoyed the learning and meeting other photographers, young and old. 

I find Photography has also been a great way to deal with the everyday life stresses in a lot of 

ways.  My full-time job, as a Project Manager for Peel Police, has me dealing with some interesting 

situations and characters on a daily basis.  Everyone wants it NOW and I need to handle those situ-

ations with patience and calm.  Being out with my camera in my free time is all about balance for 

me…it works!  

One of my new joys in being a photographer is traveling.  I was never really interested in travel but 

having the opportunity to photograph beautiful places and wildlife does really peak my interest in 

seeing the world around us. I’ve ventured to the Yukon, Newfoundland, Quebec, Jamaica and soon, 

Churchill Manitoba.  There are just so many hidden benefits to photography that I never imagined 

feeling. It has opened my mind and my lens! (insert portrait photos) 

Chris Gillespie 

Facebook: Chris Gillespie Photography 

Instagram: chris_gillespie_photography          

Flickr: Chris Gillespie 

(Additional images on Pages 5 and 6) 

 

            Photo by Darlene Harris 

Images continue on Pages 5 and 6 
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Images by Chris Gillespie 
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Halton Hills Camera Club 2018/19 Executive 

President - Paul Skeels 

Vice President - Mike Kenny 

Secretary- Anne Fraser 

Treasurer- Diane Gardisch 

Member at Large - Jamie Marchant 

Program committee: 

Paul Skeels     Nathan Hiller    Barb Redford   

Membership committee:  John Whitton   Eugene Gibas 

 

Competitions Chair - Marilyn Pelletier 

PhotoArt Chair - Sheri Binsell 

Images by Chris Gillespie 
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Well our 40th year of PhotoArt has successfully come and gone! 

This year PhotoArt almost didn’t run because of a lack of volunteers. Due to the fact that 

this competition has always been a print based competition the logistics of gathering, 

sorting, transporting, judging and re-sorting approx. 300 images is very labour intensive 

and time consuming. Not to mention the patience and persistence that goes into acquir-

ing prizes from our amazing sponsors. With a lot of thought and a leap of faith, Karin 

McDonald my co-chair and I, decided to give PhotoArt a makeover and bring it into the 

21st century after 40 years by trying to eliminate the need for so many volunteers. The 

changes implemented this year were digital entry and online payment of images, as well 

as judging digitally. Once we made this decision and put it out to Halton Hills, Karin and I 

waited anxiously throughout the month of January, hoping we didn’t destroy the PhotoArt 

legacy and only receive 10 entries!  

I’m happy to say that it all worked out and our entries were up from the previous year. 

We had 46 adult entrants submit a total of 310 images of which 180 were displayed. 8 

youth submitted a total of 34 images of which 23 were displayed. Last year we had 13 

children enter… this year that number tripled and then some… for a total of 45 Children 

entrants!  In addition to the 203 mounted images, all the children’s entries were dis-

played on a banner which was printed courtesy of Sherwood Copy & Design. 

This year over $2500 in awards were distributed to our 1st, 2nd and 3rd place images in 

each category, Best in Show, Mayor’s choice, and 2 People’s Choice. Once again a big 

thank you to our sponsors. Reciprocating their generosity by using or recommending their 

services  would be greatly appreciated. Acquiring this sponsorship is no small feat so a 

big thank you to Dave Welfare & Neil Carney who spearheaded acquiring our sponsors 

this year. 

To those who helped in anyway, big or small… thank you for helping keep PhotoArt alive. 

Please consider helping out next year.  Many hands make light work. 

Sheri Binsell 

Karin McDonald 

Chairs, PhotoArt 2019 
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Youth 

1st Place—Feathered Droplet by Ash McDonald 

2nd Place—'Moment in Time' 

by Sidney Haqq 

3rd Place—'Summer Evening' 

by Morgan Harris 
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Architecture 

1st Place—'Colours of Broken Glass' by Anne Fraser 

2nd Place—'Scottsdale Farm' 

by Barry Shepherd 

3rd Place—'Candy Time' 

by Chris Cachia 



10 

 

Creative 

1st Place—'Harlequin' 

by Karin McDonald 

2nd Place—'Architectural Symmetry' 

by Karin McDonald 

3rd Place—'Biophilia' 

by Karin McDonald 
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Creatures and Critters 

1st Place & Mayor's Choice   'Conflict Resolution'  by Lori Metcalfe 

2nd Place—'Wolf Pack Hierarchy' 

by Lori Metcalfe 3rd Place—'Eastern Bluebird' 

by Dave Welfare 



12 

 

Flowers and Foliage 

1st Place—'Magnolia Bloom Soft and Pure' by Lori Metcalfe 

Best in Show 2019 

2nd Place—Five Little Shastas' 

by Karin McDonald 

3rd Place—Textural Parity' 

by Karin McDonald 
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Objects and  

Abstracts 

1st Place—'The Art of Refraction'  

by Karin McDonald 

2nd Place—'Psychedelic' 

by Karin McDonald 

3rd Place—'Moon' 

by Daniel Pasternak 
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People 

1st Place—'Tess'  

by Jody Miller 

2nd Place—'Game of Thrones' 

by Lori Metcalfe 

3rd Place—'Voice of Experience' 

by Scott Barrie 
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Scenery 

1st Place—'Tuscan Sunrise'  by Scott Barrie 

2nd Place—'Morning Falls NY' 

by Barb Redford 

3rd Place—'Low Tide' 

by Alan McCord 


