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Your Organization 

Halton Hills 
Camera Club 
Newsletter 
 
Halton Hills, Ontario, Canada 

Calendar 
Next HHCC Meet-
ing: Wed. Mar. 6th 
at 7pm 

Until Feb 24—Kodak 
the early years 
(Ryerson)  

Until March 3—Toronto 
Light Festival 
 
March 5th - March 31st, 
PhotoArt 2019 display 
(Halton Hills Cultural 
Centre) 

March 7—PhotoArt 
2019 Awards Night 

March 8-17 Canada 
Blooms 
 
Until Mar 31—Wildlife 
photographer of the 
Year  (ROM) 

Until April 7—True to 
the eyes gallery show 
(Ryerson) 

For full calendar of events 
in our area check out: 

HHCC Online Calendar 

HHCC Meetings: 
We meet at:  
St. George’s Church Hall, 60 Guelph St., Georgetown 

Issue 11 February 2019 

 CLUB NIGHT—Wednesday February 6th  
Guest Speaker: Lance Gitter 

 His presentation will include some 
short photoessays as well as live 
demonstrations of how he  
approaches creating creative  
images and shows. 

His demos will include: Zooming 
Moving camera around, blending two 
photos in photoshop, Using topaz 
studio and plugins, Slow shutter 
speeds for fast objects, Montages 
Freezing flowers in the fridge, black 
light, light painting with a small flash-
light, kids light toys, taking multiple pics of person moving and 
blending together , looking for items with texture- snowflakes, 
frost and reflections in water 
A sample of Lance’s photo gallery  

From the Editor 

This month’s newsletter features one of the club’s younger  
members, Jamie Marchant. At the January meeting member 
Mark Garbutt shared his amazing adventures in Africa. This 
month member Eckhardt Kriel shares his visit to Kruger  
National Park in South Africa in October.  
 
Enjoy the read.      
Dan Harmer 
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A Conversation with Jamie Marchant 

I first used the camera as a learning tool for my education. Since I always had a camera on hand I 
started shooting whatever was in front of me. What really got me into pho-
tography was I had to take electives in college and one of them was the 
Culture of Photography which was basically what we do in the camera club 
once a month but over many weeks. My passion for photography is: Wow 
the world is amazing- let’s capture that and save that later. Another thing I 
really loved is that I can’t draw worth beans and have no useful talent, yet 
photography is an accepted form of art so I can be creative. I can be an 
artist and I don’t need the skills to draw or be able to sing or play a musical 
instrument and although I have a very logical mind I also have a creative 
side. 

How I got into the camera club was:  I was not really doing much and thought- hey maybe you 
should get involved in more stuff and I thought- you liked that Culture of Photography Course! In 
that course there were two assignments; one of them was a mono print assignment. I can’t drive 
so a lot of my photography is stuff in my own backyard, so I had this idea and I went up to the 
path behind Park School and I walked around a bit and I took pictures of the path and the ground, 
and I thought that would be really interesting because in black and white you often get those tex-
tures. I still have that print in my bin of stuff. 
That was done on my Mom’s old 1 megapixel 
camera. I’m a firm believer like Ansel Adams 
that you don’t need expensive gear to take 
good photos. He had a cheap camera like me 
until Barb gave me the SLR. She has always 
been very supportive of me and is always look-
ing out for me. All of the experienced photogra-
phers in the camera club are my mentors- Na-
than, Barb, Alan and Doris. You can have he-
roes like Ansel Adams and admire their passion 
for nature but when I’m at a workshop and my 
camera is acting up I go to Barb because she’s 
right there.   

                                                               Continued on Page 3

Jamie Marchant 



3 

Member Profile—Jamie Marchant (continued from Page 2) 

I still use my point and shoot in some cases. I don’t like to use my SLR in some places because 
you look like a professional photographer and I don’t want to be questioned or told I shouldn’t be 
taking pictures. Now that I have my SLR I can go on the sleigh ride because the camera is fast 
enough to capture that. I love going to events 
like Miracle on Main Street or the Car Show or  
the Saturday Morning Market- also the tour of 
downtown.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like events where there is a lot of interesting stuff going on. I’m a firm believer that you don’t 
have to go to Africa. There’s stuff right in front of us and most people don’t even know it.  

 I’m a backyard photographer. I’m thinking of a photo-
graph- the community mailboxes were covered in ice af-
ter a nasty storm and I went out (I know that photog-
raphy can be sad like if a tree fell, which I do occasional-
ly, but for the most part I like trying to capture the 
beauty of things) and when I saw the ice on the mail-
boxes it looked really beautiful. I submitted this photo to 
the Inclub one time and got a 19 but I really liked it.   

I also like to play around with things sometimes- I like to 
experiment. One of the early things I did with my point 
and shoot when I joined the camera club was I realized 

if you put your finger over the flash the flash is tinted pink and you can put different things over 
the flash. That’s one of the things I like about night photography- it’s a good way to experiment. 
Often it is a lot of “hit and miss” and unless you know it totally didn’t work, you should wait until 
you see it on your screen because it can be one of your best.  

 

                                                            Continued on Page 4
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Member Profile—Jamie Marchant (continued from Page 3) 

One of the best photographs I submitted was taken 
at Wolf Lane of a mug up in a tree and another of an 
old typewriter taken at the Antique Shop in Glen Wil-
liams. I shot the typewriter at an angle.  

A lot of it is experimenting and I’m more of a field 
person because I don’t like editing. The joy of pho-
tography to me is being out in the field and saying, 
look how neat that is and look how neat that is. I like 
landscape because I can see the beauty of the world 
all at once and sometimes I like to concentrate on one thing. I’m into complex things and how 
things are connected to the natural world.  

I don’t really like photographs of people. Lately I have been getting into night photography but real-
ly I’m a landscape and still life guy. I have a really good photo. It was a summer’s day and I was 
waiting for my computer to do something and 
I had my point and shoot on my desk be-
cause I just downloaded some photos and I 
picked it up and took a photo of my window 
and some of my computer and other stuff in 
the room just because it was there. Because I 
can’t drive I’m always thinking, “What can I 
take a photo of that’s right in front of me?” 
When I’m in that mindset I’m thinking- “Look 
at that table over there with those chairs...” 
As I’m learning I often have an idea in my 
head of what I want to photograph but it 
doesn’t always turn out.  

For me the most important thing to consider when I am taking a photo is whether it is a tricky shot 
to get and is it something I really want to look at?  I’m interested in the WOW Factor- oh wow 
that’s amazing! What I often do is put photos on my rotating desktop and so the photos have to be 
something I want to look at for long periods of time. I put them on Flickr to see how many people 
respond. It’s not just what I like, but that something looks interesting and I like the way it looks and 
that it would be a nice photo- something I would like to look at later on and to share.  

 When I do photography I always go easy to hard. I put my camera into auto mode- ok that worked 
out- move on. If that didn’t work out, maybe I have to go to P or to A. I never think about lighting, 
just whether it is an interesting photo and then, can I take that photo.  

                                                       Continued on Page 5
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Member Profile—Jamie Marchant (continued from Page 4) 

I don’t have a favourite place to shoot but I like going to Scotsdale Farm and places like MacLean’s 
because there is so much stuff. One good thing about shooting close to home is if you get it wrong 
you can always go back later. When I was doing reno photos at my house I could upload them and 
if they did not turn out I could go back and get another shot.  

I was at the library and saw an Esquesing Historical Society path-flit and decided to try a meeting 
and see how it goes. I then joined. I’m also in Improv Club at the GLT which only runs in the sum-
mer, as well as the Naturalist Club. I have a background in IT and I have been doing contract and 
freelance work from time to time- like programming and consulting. 

jm        Jamie’s Blog: https://jamiemarchant.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Images by Jamie Marchant 

https://jamiemarchant.blogspot.com/
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Images by Jamie Marchant 
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Photographer’s Adventure 
by Eckhardt Kriel 
 
Kruger National Park, South Africa - October 2018 
My son, Ross, and I took a one-week trip to the Kruger National Park 
(The Kruger) in mid-October.  The main purpose was for me to ink 
some deals with a local safari company that I want to partner with for 
my ‘retirement career’ – a photographic safari business.   The second-
ary purpose was, of course, to do a bit of photography in this amazing 
national park that is world famous for its wildlife and conservation ef-
forts. 

Some quick facts:  The Kruger is one of the largest game reserves in Af-
rica, covering an area of just under 20,000 square kilometres (7,500 
sq/miles). It is about the size of Israel, slightly smaller than Belgium 
and about the third of the size of Ireland.  It is roughly 360 kilometres 
long and 60 kilometers wide.  There is a network of some 1,800 kilome-
ters of well-maintained roads and the Park has 21 rest camps, 2 private 
lodge concessions, and 15 private safari lodges. 

 
The Park was proclaimed a National 
Park in 1926. It recently celebrated 
its 100th anniversary, making it the 
oldest Park in Africa. The Kruger 
has 75% of all terrestrial bird spe-
cies and 72% of all mammal species 
found in South Africa.  It is home to 
the Big 5 (lion, rhino, buffalo, ele-
phant and leopard) and 500 bird 
species as well as numerous endan-

gered species. 

For this trip we mostly stayed in a lodge, belonging to my mother-in-
law, right on the southern border overlooking the Crocodile river and 
were treated daily with amazing views of animals and birds coming 
down to drink. 

Most days we took trips into the park and we were extremely lucky to 
see the Big 5 on three days.  In fact, if you compare the area of roads vs 
the area of the park it’s like comparing a letter-sized piece of paper on a 
tennis court.  Most of the Park is untouched by roads and you are very 
lucky to see anything let alone the Big 5! 

On the first Sunday we took a trip north to a rest camp called Tamboti 
Tented Camp in preparation for our first meeting the following Monday 
with my business partner.   I had booked a tent in this camp on the 
banks of the Timbavati river. 

 

                                                                              

 Continued on Page 8 
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Photographer’s Adventure by Eckhardt Kriel 
You have to bring in your own food and supplies into this 
rustic camp and there are very well maintained communal 
bathroom facilities.   We stocked up with some beer, cider, 
‘boerewors’ (a traditional South African sausage), bread rolls 
and a tomato and onion gravy mix for our ‘braai’ - (South 
African for BBQ).  As night fell and it became dark we lit the 
charcoal and were enjoying the sounds of the night in the 
bush and the sausage sizzling over the coals.  We had our 
backs to the fence and slowly became aware of breathing 
and shuffling noises behind us.  As we turned around we 
were not prepared for the sight of several hyenas just behind the very flimsy looking electrified fence 
looking intently at us from only a few feet away.  

We nervously waited for the sausage to cook and wished the 
process to hurry up but you can’t hurry up a good BBQ, now 
can you?   The hyenas are rather cute looking and inquisitive 
animals when observed close up but their breathing and 
snarling amongst themselves in the darkness and so close to 
us was a little off-putting to say the least. 

Just as the sausage was about ready we saw a dark shape 
shuffle toward us from under our tent and my son got one hell 
of a fright!  We thought one of the hyena’s had found a hole in 
the fence!  It turned out to be a Honey Badger and this little 
fellow sniffed in our charcoal box and then came around to 
investigate our pot of onion and tomato gravy mix which was 
on the ground.   I did not want to yank the pot away from him 
as he had his paws on the pot and a Honey Badger is one ani-
mal you don’t mess with!  I clicked my BBQ tongs at him 
which sent Ross into a fit of hysterics:  “Hey Dad! Are you go-
ing to flip it onto the coals?”, He then shouted at it and it scuf-

fled away.  Fortunately no food was lost! 

After our meal we watched the hyenas for a bit and then we turned in for the night.  We did not sleep 
well as we heard all sorts of animal noises snorting under and around our tent at various times dur-
ing the night.  At one point I realized the thin canvas walls were no match for a leopard’s sharp 
claws.  We learned later it wasn’t a leopard but a porcupine but that was no comfort either.  We also 
were treated to a lion roaring in the distance.  We also decided that we were not going to take a walk 
to the washrooms which were about 50 metre away, no matter how bad the need! 

The next morning on my way to the bathrooms I saw a pair of Bushbuck right in front of me and 
then a vulture landed in a tree right above my head and looked down at me.   As I looked up at him I 
told him I was old, but not that old and he has a long wait!  

 Continued on Page 9 
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Photographer’s Adventure by Eckhardt Kriel 
 

Images by Eckhardt  Kriel 

A young African Buffalo  

This is the most southern Baobab tree in Africa  

A male Nyala showing his female some affection!  

The majestic Kudu bull  

Lilac Breasted Roller  

A wet Lilac Breasted Roller  

Hyena’s at their den with newly born 
cubs  
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Photographer’s Adventure by Eckhardt Kriel 

 Images by Eckhardt  Kriel 

A tiny elephant  

This female leopard was stalking some 
Impala  

At a picnic spot called ‘Afsaal’, Ross met Pumbaa!!  
the local warthog  

A cute Oxpecker on a buffalo’s back  

Little Thinker.  A baby Baboon - They 
don’t use diapers in the Kruger!  

The majestic Kudu bull.  
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Photographer’s Adventure by Eckhardt Kriel 
 

 

 

These young lions were playing on the rocky outcrop  

This shot was actually taken by my son Ross.  We came across this this female 1 km from the 
Malelane gate  

The first time we saw the Honey Badger  

A weaver Bird 
from, shot from 
our balcony  
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Photographer’s Adventure by Eckhardt Kriel 
We had one other memorable sighting which involved two male Waterbuck fighting near a watering hole. One 
of them being attacked by a crocodile and then being saved by some hippos.  I would like to talk about this in 
a follow-up newsletter and show the images we took. 

 I have now secured agreements with my safari partners and a professional wildlife photographer, Lisl Mool-
man, (http://lislmoolman.com/) and am looking forward to hosting many more photographic safari trips to 
Africa, focusing on photography, conservation and the environment.   ek 

 

 

 

Images by Eckhardt  Kriel 

A big bull close to our car.  

Hippo coming down for a morning dip, shot from our 
balcony  

Zebra looking pensive  

A vulture 

A  Guinea Fowl  

http://lislmoolman.com/)
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Video Series by mastersof.photography 

 

Philip Lee Harvey 

 

Halton Hills Camera Club 2018/19 Executive 
President - Paul Skeels 
Vice President - Mike Kenny 
Secretary- Anne Fraser 
Treasurer- Diane Gardisch 
Member at Large - Jamie Marchant 

Program committee: 
Paul Skeels     Nathan Hiller    Barb Redford   
Membership committee:  John Whitton   Eugene Gibas 
 
Competitions Chair - Marilyn Pelletier 
PhotoArt Chair - Sheri Binsell 

 

 

 

 

The HHCC Newsletter is looking for original travel articles from members. If you have travelled 
just down the road or around the world, consider sharing your experiences with the club mem-
bers.  Contact Dan Harmer at harmerd@gmail.com if you have an idea about an article.  

The HHCC Newsletter is currently looking for a travel article for  
April 2019. Contact harmerd@gmail.com 

Winner of Travel Photographer Of The Year, Philip Lee Harvey tells us about his 20 
year journey travelling the world creating beautiful images of the people and land-
scapes. Philip is obsessive about light and composition which results in incredible 
and atmospheric images of tribes, animals and people from the far corners of the 
world.  

mailto:harmerd@gmail.com
mailto:harmerd@gmail.com

