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Newsletter Date 
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Your Organization 

 

 
Paul Skeels- President 

Ann Fraser– Secretary 

Jamie Merchant  - Member at 

Large 

Diane Gardisch— Treasurer  

Barb Redford—Past President 

Marilyn Pelletier—In Club 

Competition Chair 

Sheri  Binsell—Chair,  

PhotoArt 2018 

Website: www.hhcc.ca 

 

Email: info@hhcc.ca 

Halton Hills 

Camera Club 

Newsletter 
Halton Hills, Ontario, Canada 

Next HHCC Meeting: 

Wed. May 2nd at 7pm 

 

Collect your PhotoArt  

images at the May 2nd 

meeting. 

Scotiabank Contact 

Photo Festival in  

Toronto. Month of May 

Info 

May 2nd Meeting  

HHCC Meetings: 

We meet at: 

St. George’s Church Hall 

60 Guelph St., Georgetown 

(just west of  Georgetown District High School)  

Issue 4  May 2018 

The Halton Hills Camera 

Club is looking for a few 

good people.  

 

Openings are available on the club executive including: 

President, Vice-President and Treasurer. As well,  

committees such as Competitions, PhotoArt, Program, 

Workshops and Club Shoot are looking for members to 

become involved.  

If you have some free time and would like to become 

more involved in the club please see one of the  

Executive members at the May or June meetings. 

The May 2nd meeting will be devoted to the In Club 

competitions Committee. The ‘Image of the Year’ will be 

selected by members and if time permits images from 

the Spring In Club competition will be shown. 

Other club business will also be covered.  

The Halton Photographic Society 

The HPS is a photography club in Widnes Cheshire England.  

They meet weekly on a Monday night and their calendar seems 

full of activities and training nights. Check out their website. 

http://www.hhcc.ca
https://scotiabankcontactphoto.com/
http://www.halton-photographicsociety.com/
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It seems I have always had a camera in my hand 

but it wasn’t until I received my first 35 mm PEN-

TAX in 1986 -a gift from my husband- that it be-

came a serious hobby. If you have read “The Al-

chemist” by Paulo Coelho you will have discovered 

that each traveler we meet in this journey called 

life has something to offer as we search for the 

treasure found within. Neil was the first, and here 

at the Halton Hills Camera Club I have met many 

such travelers, all of whom have helped me in 

their own special way to follow my heart.  

 

In 2009, like many of us, I packed away my film gear in favour of a CANON POWERSHOT point 

and shoot digital camera. With this camera I snapped a photo of an orange Karman Ghia parked 

behind a bed of orange lilies and framed with birch trees. When my friend Dave Welfare saw this 

image he suggested I submit it to PhotoArt. This photo was a first prize winner that year and its 

success sparked my interest in developing further skills. Dave then set me up on Flickr which has 

become like an extended family, only better! Now, this is where I spend a good part of my spare 

time, editing, posting and looking and learning. 

At this time I met another traveler, Nathan Hiller, greeting visitors at the PHOTOART display. Af-

ter a lively conversation he convinced me to join the camera club- quite a significant achievement! 

In the first months we met at several Saturday Morning Shoots where he helped me get a handle on 

the basics. Jane Mackay, traveler bearing gifts, upgraded to a professional camera in 2010 and 

kindly offered me her Canon EOS DSLR. My very first bird photo was taken under Jane’s guidance 

and since then we have become photo buddies in crime- always seeking out the road less traveled 

in our wanderings. Navigator Barb Redford consistently helped me find my way along the path. 

Through her undying devotion to all things HHCC she immediately and thoroughly answered any 

and all questions I had regarding the workings of the club and competition rules- taking the 

“fuddle” out of befuddle…  

Early on in the club I was very fortunate to cross paths with our own Alan McCord. Alan quickly 

taught me that there is more to photography than meets the eye and that I had to learn a new lan-

guage- depaysement, being in the vocabulary. Since meeting Alan my understanding and apprecia-

tion of the art has deepened significantly. His ongoing encouragement has given me a degree of 

confidence I would not have attained without his support.  

 

Continued on Page 3

Doris Burfind 

Photo by :  Jane MacKay  
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Profile of Doris Burfind (Continued from Page 2) 

Alan helped me execute my first big sale to a  

design firm in Portland, Oregon who request-

ed one of my photos (Red-winged Blackbird 

and Nestlings) for their client, the US Army 

Corps of Engineers. The image hangs at a new 

exhibit at the Bill Emerson Memorial Visitor 

Center at Wappapello Lake in Missouri.  

Although I am happy to shoot anything notea-

ble in front of me, photographing birds is my 

passion and feeds my soul. I enjoy the hunt as 

much as taking the picture. I begin to scout 

out nests early in the spring before they be-

come hidden among the leaves, waiting and 

watching and then making an intimate con-

nection through the viewfinder. Because I live 

only steps away from Wolf Lane, a valley 

abundant with wildlife of every description,  

I am able to visit daily and record the activity 

in the nest until the birds fledge.  

I have always lived a fast-paced and intense life so the art of photography has allowed me to slow 

down and connect with the natural world. I grew up in downtown Toronto where I made connec-

tions that led me into the restaurant business. I co-owned and operated an Italian restaurant on 

Yonge Street and another in Whistler for a total of 8 years. This was not the best environment for 

raising a family so Neil and I returned to Ontario in 1988 and began our family in the beautiful 

Halton Hills. I stayed home with Charlotte and Thomas for 10 years and then began doing respite 

work for families who had children with autism. I still work with those same children (now, 19, 20 

and 21) doing cognitive therapy and tutoring on-line courses for high school credits. I love this 

work and it balances nicely with photography. 

I picture myself returning to school to study the technical side of photography. I have been told 

that I have “the eye” but I long to become more spontaneous in my shooting by removing the ob-

stacles that prevent me from doing so.  I am inspired by photographers like Dorothea Lange who 

document the human condition and I would love to explore this direction as part of my personal 

growth. I welcome the future travelers who will be a part of what is yet to come. 

db 

Photo by : Doris Burfind 

Canon EOS60D, 1/000sec, f7.1, 263mm, 800 ISO 

The HHCC Newsletter is looking for original  

articles, images, stories, photoshoot and  

adventure logs.  Share your images, travel tips and 

stories with HHCC members.  

 

Contact Dan Harmer at : harmerd@gmail.com 



4 

 The Exposure Triangle 
The exposure triangle is a common way of as-

sociating the three variables that determine 

the exposure of a photograph: aperture, shut-

ter speed, and ISO. One must balance all three 

of these to achieve a desired result. 

Aperture controls the amount of light that 

hits your camera's sensor. The larger the aper-

ture size, the more light allowed in. Aperture 

also controls depth of field. Larger apertures 

(i.e. f/1.4, f/1.8) create a shallow (smaller)  

depth of field.  A small depth of field blurs the 

background. 

Shutter speed controls the duration (how 

long) of light that hits your camera's sensor. 

The longer the shutter speed, the more light 

that's allowed in. Shutter speed also controls 

the appearance of motion. The faster the shutter opens and closes, the less light that is allowed to hit 

the sensor. This is a fast shutter speed. The slower this action occurs (longer open and close), the 

more light that's allowed to hit the sensor. Shutter speed is measured in seconds and fractions of a 

second. Shutter speed also determines the appearance of motion in your photos.  

ISO controls the sensitivity of the camera's sensor to light. The higher the ISO value, the more sensi-

tive the sensor will be. ISO also controls the appearance of digital noise. ISO is measured numerical-

ly, with smaller values (i.e. 100, 200) indicating a low ISO (less sensitivity to light) and higher num-

bers (i.e. 3200, 6400) indicating a high ISO (more sensitivity to light). When shooting in daytime 

conditions, as seen in the image above, you want to minimize the ISO since there is plenty of light 

available in that situation. As light fades make the sensor more sensitive to light by increasing your 

ISO # and brighten your images as a result.  

Another view of the triangle: 

 

Resources:  

 

Photoblog Hamburg 

Photography Talk 

 

Lynda.com : A Refresher on the 

Exposure Triangle 

https://www.lynda.com/Lightroom-tutorials/refresher-exposure-triangle/480104/529009-4.html
https://www.lynda.com/Lightroom-tutorials/refresher-exposure-triangle/480104/529009-4.html
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No, I’m not talking about talking about taking smartphone images naked! 

The newest generation of smartphones allow you to take photos in the RAW  

format. Why is that significant? RAW is a file format that captures all image data 

recorded by the sensor when you take a photo. Because no information is com-

pressed with RAW you’re able to produce higher quality images, as well as correct 

problem  images that would be unrecoverable if shot in the JPEG format.  

Advantages of RAW format photography include: 

 1. Get the Highest Level of Quality 

 2. Easily Correct Dramatically Over/Under Exposed Images 

 3. Get Better Detail 

 4. Enjoy Non-Destructive Editing 

 5. Get Better Prints 

So now that we have established RAW is a better format for photog-

raphy than JPG. With huge advances in smartphone technology RAW is now an option for the 

camera that you carry around with you most days, all day.  

So what are the top rated RAW capable smartphone apps which shoot in RAW. Each  

photographer and app user will have a different list but here is my starting list for both IPhone 

and Android based phones. Unfortunately Iphone apps are the major players in RAW format 

apps right now. 

 

Adobe Lightroom   Free   iOS   Android 

ProShot    $5   iOS  Android  Windows  

ProCam 5    $8              iOS 

MuseCam    Free   iOS  

Halide RAW   $7   iOS 

ProCamera    $8   iOS 

Manual RAW   $5  iOS Android 

VSCO      Free   iOS 

Focus (Prime)   $4   iOS 

Camera FV-5    $4   Android 

AZ Camera - Pro Cam   Free   Android 

A Better Camera Unlocked   Free   Android 

Please note that not all smartphones can take RAW format images. With any smartphone, Apple, 

Android or Windows based, only recent models can shoot in RAW with current operating sys-

tems (OS). Some also use ‘In App Purchases’ to access full features.  

Check your manufacturer.  

Have fun,   

Dan 

Smartphone Photography in the RAW 

https://helpx.adobe.com/ca/lightroom-cc/how-to/lightroom-mobile.html
http://www.riseupgames.com/proshot/
https://www.procamapp.com/
https://musecam.co/
https://halide.cam/
https://www.procamera-app.com/en/
http://shootmanual.co/
https://vsco.co/vsco/journal/raw-is-here
http://www.hellocamera.co/
https://www.camerafv5.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hecorat.camera&hl=en_CA
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.almalence.opencam_plus
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7 Simple Composition Tips to Improve Your Landscape Photos 
by Nigel Danson (source: Petapixel.com) 

 

 

1. Look for a Composition.  A simple acronym has been created for this point:  

 FLICS for Focus, Light, Interest, Corners, and Simplicity. 

2.  Look for Patterns. Use patterns to create pleasing images that help add power and guide  

 viewers’ eyes. 

3.  Use Lines and Shapes. Lines and shapes can help guide your viewers around through the  

 composition. 

4.  Move from 3D to 2D. Elements within the scene can help you convert your 3D view at the 

 time into a 2D photo that helps viewer see what you saw. 

5.  Tell a Story. Your goal is to tell the story of what you were experiencing when you  

 captured the photo with your camera. 

6.  Use Negative Space. Negative space allows viewers to rest their eyes and provide contrast  

 against your subject. 

7.  Remove Distractions. There are different ways to remove distractions, including with  

 camera settings (e.g. using a shallower depth of field) and by cropping in post. 

 

 Youtube video:  7 Simple Composition Tips by Nigel Danson  

 

 

Getting Ready for Spring Photography 

 
With any luck winter will finally be gone by the time this  

newsletter is circulated to club members.  Here are a few online  

articles in preparation for spring photography. 

Spring Photography Tips 

Spring Landscape Photography Tips 

Essential tips for photographing spring flowers 

Spring Landscape Photography Tips  

6 Spring Photography Tips 

Useful Tip for Spring Photography 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=37&v=N-HyTRGtdSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=37&v=N-HyTRGtdSA
https://petapixel.com/2018/03/05/7-simple-composition-tips-improve-landscape-photos/
https://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/spring-photography-tips/
https://www.ephotozine.com/article/spring-landscape-photography-tips-16554
http://www.amateurphotographer.co.uk/technique/landscape_photography-technique/photographing-spring-flowers-72047
https://expertphotography.com/spring-landscape-photography/
https://www.craftsy.com/photography/article/spring-photography-tips/
https://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/useful-tips-for-spring-photography/
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darktable—Free Lightroom alternative 

Windows users that don’t want to pay for a RAW photo  

editor &  digital asset manager like Lightroom, can  now have access to 

a free alternative. darktable 

darktable is an open-source software similar to Lightroom.  Open 

source software is software with programming code that anyone can 

inspect, modify, and enhance. Typically a group of programmers write 

the software and no one owns it. 

Like Lightroom, darktable is ‘Non-destructive’ which means no matter how you edit or change 

the image your original images are never modified. This means so you can always go back to the 

original image, no matter how badly you change it. This offers you the chance to explore darktable 

without damage to the originals. Although I always edit backup copies of my images. 

Another major feature is that it runs on Windows, MacOS and Linux so pretty well every desktop 

user is covered. 

darktable can import a variety of standard, raw and high dynamic range image formats includ-

ing:  JPEG, CR2, NEF, and HDR . 

darktable contains 61 image operation modules. 

darktable performs all of the basic photo editing operations including:  

controlling contrast, brightness, saturation, shadows, highlights, cropping,   

rotation, base curve, exposure controls and white balance, to name a few. 

There is no printing support at this time. 

The full list of features is available here 

One of the best features of darktable is that it is free. This is typical of open source software. It is 

safe to use and can be downloaded at  https://www.darktable.org/ 

Like any other software downloaded from the Internet you should have a running, up to date anti-

virus software package running before the download. It also doesn’t hurt to re-run the AV software 

on the download file before you install 

it.  

darktable isn’t Lightroom. It doesn’t 

have all of it’s features but my testing 

and online reviews of the software 

clearly show that it’s worth a check. It’s 

also free compared to the $10US cost 

of Lightroom CC. 

Here’s some YouTube videos on  

darktable. Have a view, download and 

try it. Nothing to lose.  

(Note: And yes it’s spelled with a lower case d  

-  It’s an open source thing) 

Lighttable screen from darktable 

 

https://www.darktable.org/about/features/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=darktable+vs+lightroom
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=darktable+vs+lightroom
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Upcoming Photography Workshops in Our Area 

Lightroom 101—Editing Made Easy 

This hands-on workshop will teach you how to import, sort and tag your files so that you can stay 

organized as your photo library grows. We’ll show you how to be creative with basic adjustments as 

well as more artistic editing techniques. 

Starting May 4 or May 8—4 weeks 

Toronto 

For more information 

 

Beginner Photography Workshop 
by Bloom & Co. Curated Living  

Do you have an SLR Camera but aren't quite comfortable using it? Do you travel and wish you were 

taking better photos? Have kids and want to document every day life a little better?  

This photography workshop is a beginner,  

one-day workshop for you.   

Sat, 26 May 2018—9:00 AM – 2:00 PM EDT 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

For more information 

 

Photography Workshop 101 

by Laveanne Lavender Fields  

 

Photography 101, will cover basic camera setup and photos in the laven-

der fields. Bring your own camera, and Ken Solilo will explain and show 

you how to set up your camera and how to capture natures beauty and 

natural light portraits.  

Sat, 14 July 2018—3:00 PM – 4:30 PM EDT 

For more information 

 

Sheridan College—Continuing Education— Seniors Fees: 

As Doris pointed out in her profile article, ‘choose to be a lifelong learner’. Why not when it costs 

so little?! If you’re 65 or older, continuing education courses are offered at a reduced rate of $50 

per course, plus any applicable lab and/or material fees.*  

 

* The Seniors fee is only for courses delivered on-campus. All online 

and association-related courses, CAD/CAM, Adobe, AVID and IATSI courses are not available for 

the seniors’ fee reduction (as noted in the Program section). 

For more information 

https://gtaphotographyclasses.com/adults/photography-classes-toronto/lightroom-101/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/beginner-photography-workshop-tickets-44916782305?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/photography-workshop-101-tickets-44647128764?aff=es2
https://caps.sheridancollege.ca/student-guide/fees.aspx
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Camera Competitions 2018 

Neutral Density Photography Awards 2018 

 
The highly acclaimed ND AWARDS is a melting pot of some of the world’s 

most outstanding and talented souls in the field of photography where 

recognition, prestige and publicity are instantaneously gained by the win-

ning entry. This is an open invitation. Join us and take part in the compe-

tition! 

Our categories: Abstract, Architecture, Cityscapes, Fine Art, Portrait, People, Photojournalism,  

Nature, Landscape, Nudes, Seascapes, Street, Travel, Underwater, Urban, Wildlife. 

 

For more information 

 

 

Monochrome Awards 2018 

 

Monochrome Photography Awards conducts an annual competition for professional and amateur 

photographers. Our mission is to celebrate monochrome visions and discover the most amazing 

photographers from around the world. Open to all points of view, all levels of expertise, and all  

ideas of black and white photography.  

 

 

For more information 

 

“Chance for the Cover” Photo Contest 

 
Win cash, prizes, and a chance to be on the cover of Pet Connection magazine in 2019!  

 

For more  information 

 

2018 CAPA Photo Challenge 

 

This competition is only open to CAPA individual and family  

members who are permanent Canadian residents.  

Theme: Landscape  

 

For more information 

https://ndawards.net/
https://monoawards.com/
http://www.petconnection.ca/photo-contest/
https://capacanada.ca/2018-annual-photo-challenge/

