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Your Organization 

Halton Hills 

Camera Club 

Newsletter 

 
Halton Hills, Ontario, Canada 

Next HHCC Meet-

ing: Wed. Sept 12th  

at 7pm 

Sept 14-15 Acton Fall 

Fair 

Sept 14-16 Fegus Fail 

Sept 15-16 Tigerboys Fly 

In at Guelph Air Park 

Sept 16—British Car 

Day at Bronte Creek 

Sept 18-22 Internation-

al Plowing Match in 

Chatham-Kent ON 

Sept 28-30  Halton 

Hills Culture Days 

Sept 29—Nuit Blanche 

Toronto 

Sept 29-30 Doors Open 

Halton Hills 

Sept 29-30 Classics of a 

Modern Age  featuring 

classic cars and aircraft  

Oct 2-22  World Press 

Photo Ehibition  

HHCC Meetings: 

We meet at:  

St. George’s Church Hall, 60 Guelph St., Georgetown 

Halton Hills Camera Club 2018/19 Executive 

President - Paul Skeels 

Vice President - Mike Kenny 

Secretary- Anne Fraser 

Treasurer- Diane Gardisch 

Member at Large - Jamie Marchant 

Program committee: 

Paul Skeels 

Nathan Hiller 

Barb Redford 

Membership committee: 

John Whitton 

Eugene Gibas 

 

Competitions Chair - Marilyn Pelletier 

PhotoArt Chair - Sheri Binsell 

Issue 6  September 2018 

• CLUB NIGHT—SEPT 12TH  

• The guest speaker  for the September 12th meeting will be 
Mark Wolfson, retired VP of Henry’s Camera, who will be 
speaking on ‘Urban Decay  
photography’ 

• Mark’s bio 

• Mark Wolfson  
Photography website 

 

https://www.markwolfsonphotos.com/about
https://www.markwolfsonphotos.com/
https://www.markwolfsonphotos.com/
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Yikes, I just sold all my camera gear! It's all gone, even my 100-400 L lens which I loved so much. 

I’ll tell you why later but editor Dan tells me I need to tell you something about myself and my 

photography. 

I guess it all started back in the 70’s when I worked for  

Kodak Canada. I was there for 9 years and it was impossi-

ble not to get hooked.  A great company but they just 

could not see that film was going to disappear. Anyway, 

the song Kodachrome by Paul Simon was a smash hit at 

the time and that's what I used for those “nice bright  

colours….”. Kodachrome film and Ektachrome slide film for 

the “greens of summers….”.  Kodak could have made some 

great TV ads with that song! 

Enough of the “good old days”. Fast forward to 2007. The 

manufacturing company I started in 1985 was doing OK, 

our 2 boys were running it and I was just getting in their way. So I needed some hobbies. I always 

had the camera handy and took loads of prints of our plastic thermoforming business which are 

now all scanned and which came in handy for the book that I self-published on Shepherd Ther-

moforming, ‘The Business my Family Built’, now in its 3rd edition. Actually, projects like that and 

others that I have been involved in are what I enjoy most. Photography is fun and I really am fas-

cinated by the technology today but what I really enjoy is using the photos to tell a story or, now 

that the grandkids are getting older, documenting their youth in pictures. I use a program called 

Jalbum and have numerous albums of the family that I hope the grandkids will find one day when 

they are remembering their years growing up.  

After building a manufacturing company for 25 years it was impossible to retire without things to 

keep my mind occupied. I built a large model train layout in the basement, played more golf and 

joined a fly-fishing club but all that still was not enough so I bought a Canon Rebel with a couple 

of decent lenses. That soon morphed into a D7 and the lens collection grew. After meeting some 

great people at the HHCC, I realized that I was a crap photographer and needed to learn the finer 

points. The competitions were where I was able to learn the most. Those judges can be frustrating 

but my short time on the competition committee and on Photoart were educational. 

Photography gets me outdoors and with nature. My wife of 53 years and I are lucky enough to 

spend our winters in Naples Florida where bird photography abounds. I belong to a club there with 

300 members and I could go to a workshop every week if I wanted.  

Continued on Page 3 

Barry Shepherd 
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Member Profile—Barry Shepherd (continued from Page 2) 

I confess I am not a purist and I enjoy learning what Lightroom and Photoshop can do but like 

many people my age, it is a struggle. I have shot a lot of bird species down there, many taken 

from our 4th floor window. You can’t appreciate the wingspan of an eagle until it flies past your 

window just 20 feet away. I took the screen out and would sit there while the osprey, red tail 

hawks, egrets, ibis, cormorants, herons and anhinga scoured the pond below, not to mention the 

otters, fish, turtles and alligators. Then there is the beach where there are always pelicans and 

sea birds. Oh, I know this can't compare with the trips that many club members take to far off 

places but fighting the weather and airports are just not attractive to me anymore. 

So, what about the gear that I just sold?  Well I have spent 10 years shooting birds and most of 

the time trying to get them in flight. The 100-400 lens was great for that but every year it all 

seemed to get heavier. Which brings me to the very difficult decision to “go light”. I decided that I 

had pretty well reached the limit of my capabilities when it comes to birds in flight and would con-

centrate on landscape. There was no point going to a lighter camera only to have to carry the 

long lenses. If I was going light I wanted a good quality mirrorless camera with maybe 2 lenses, 

all of which would fit in a small bag. I purchased an Olympus EM 1 MK 2 with a 12 - 40 f/2.8 and 

still had money left over from selling my Canon gear. Not sure what the other lens will be but I 

am loving the Olympus. I watch the growing number of guys on Youtube that talk about photog-

raphy and editing. I learn something new with every video and don't agree with some but they do 

help you to form your own image style. 

Dan asked for some of my images. This one is on the cover of the North Halton Golf Club bro-

chure which I like for the detail and ambiance at dinner time on the balcony. 

bs 

 

ISO 500, f4.5, shutter 10 seconds. 60mm focal length  



4 

 

Images by Barry Shepherd 
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Photographer’s Adventure  

by Barb Redford 

In the Spring of this year I headed to Amsterdam on my 

way to Germany to visit family. It was a whirlwind tour with only a few days ( and nights) to explore 

this amazing city... so I pulled up Google and planned every minute. Often when I travel I look at pic-

tures others have taken in the area and what types of shots I want to get. If you have weeks in a 

country you can take your time and try over several days or weeks to get one shot, but with a short 

timeline pre-planning is key.  Much of my time is spent on Google, The Photographers Ephemeris 

(https://www.photoephemeris.com/)and other such sites researching the best times to be at the loca-

tions I wanted to shoot. I also always visit the city or countries travel sites. While I tend to go off the 

beaten path, knowing the layout of the city and whether there are entry fees or specific hours can 

change your visit dramatically (https://www.iamsterdam.com/en). I do have to mention while I am not 

much for museums, as I would rather be out creating my own art, Amsterdam does have some of the 

most amazing museums in the world, and with half the tourists!  

Amsterdam is the Netherlands’ capital, known for its artis-

tic heritage, elaborate canal system and narrow houses 

with gabled facades, legacies of the city’s 17th-century 

Golden Age. Its Museum District houses the Van Gogh Mu-

seum, works by Rembrandt and Vermeer at the Rijksmuse-

um, and modern art at the Stedelijk. Cycling is key to the 

city’s character, and there are numerous bike paths.  

We arrived in the morning and since you can't check in be-

fore 3pm we left the luggage at the hotel and my sister and I went out exploring. I scored big on the 

first day as we were wandering the canals and I came across a red bicycle parked on one of the bridg-

es. Sometimes great photos are all about luck but the planning definitely pays off in the end. I walked 

almost the whole main central core of Amsterdam in the first hours making sure the spots I wanted to 

shoot still looked as they had in the past and that their was no restrictions to the shots I wanted. 

There is nothing more frustrating than anticipating an amazing shoot only to find your location draped 

in construction scaffolding and cranes.         

Since I only had a few days I knew some of my shots would 

have to be during mid-day so playing with shadows created 

by buildings was key. This is also a good time to look at 

shots with a mind to making them black and white. While in 

the Netherlands I visited 3 spots - Amsterdam, Zaanse 

Schans, and of course Keukenhof. Each of these locations 

had unique considerations.   

 

                                                                      Continued on Page 6 



6 

Photographer’s Adventure by Barb Redford (continued from Page 5) 

Amsterdam is a big city full of bustling people and a TON of bicycles. The photo opportunities for 

bike shots are everywhere and you won’t have to walk far to get some amazing ones. The canals 

intersect the roadways and the old buildings intersect with the new. If you are into street photog-

raphy, European cities are amazing, the juxtaposition of some of the oldest architecture with mod-

ern vehicles and buildings can create some amazing shots. And in Europe space is at a premium so 

there are so many more people crammed into smaller spaces than in Canada. Now of course for 

those of you who know me there are NO people in my pictures... hard to do in Europe but with a bit 

of patience it can be done. (well that and Photoshop !).  

I also particularly wanted to capture the canals at night having seen many pictures of them lit up. I 

found the key intersections where multiple canals came together to give me the best options, then 

it was just wait for dark and set up the tripod. As 

always when shooting at night be vigilant of where 

you are, the safety of the place, and don't get so 

concentrated on your camera that you don't notice 

your surroundings as it gets dark. Not only for your 

safety but the city looks very different at night and 

finding your way back to the hotel can be a chal-

lenge. Amsterdam is a very safe city and I had no 

issues being out at night but I did make sure my 

family knew where I was going.  

Zaanse Schans is what you expect when you think of the Netherlands, windmills ! The small town 

has a historic village portion that maintains numerous windmills and buildings in the old style, much 

like Black Creek Pioneer Village. We hopped the train to get to Zaanse Schans from Amsterdam. 

When in Europe this is the best way to travel. As you 

walk around the small village you can see the mills and 

farming in the old style. There is also the mandatory 

clog makers and of course you can buy a  pair if you 

want to walk a mile in their clogs lol. Zaanse Scahns is 

known for stunning sunsets as there is usually a low 

cloud cover in the evenings from the surrounding wa-

ter. Of course when I was there I stayed late but to no 

avail. Sometimes the plan just doesn't work out.  

Keukenhof in the spring is the main draw for the Netherlands and Amsterdam. Everyone goes 

through the gardens. There were tourists from every country when we were there. You need a min-

imum of 3 hours just to walk around and take a few pictures.  

We stayed for the day and took our time.                                    (Continued on Page 7) 
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Photographers Adventure  

by Barb Redford (continued from Page 6) 

Not only are there tulips of every colour and 

type but they also have several greenhouses. 

When we were there one was filled with Or-

chids and another with lilies. The tulip fields 

around Keuenhof are also amazing, to see so 

many tulips in one place is overwhelming. 

The colours of some tulips are so saturated 

that the camera sensor actually struggled a 

few times to produce a good photograph. 

Again, tourists here are everywhere, there are many fields but you will find yourself waiting patient-

ly sometimes for people to walk on, and don't be suprised if you end up with a few photobombed 

shots. Tripods can be used at Keukenhof but inside the greenhouses there is no point in trying with 

the tight quarters.  

1000 shots later and we were on our way to Germany to visit with the family. The train ride became 

a great editing day as it takes 6 hours but with free wifi and plugs at all the seats you really can't 

travel any better. Did I get all the shots I wanted ? Certainly not. But that is the way of travel pho-

tography. I would love to take a bike and head out into the countryside but that will have to be an-

other trip. All in all I would highly recommend Amsterdam. There is enough to keep you occupied 

for a week easily and plenty of options for those who want outdoor photos, history, and museums... 

Just watch out for the bikes ! ( They have right of way at all times) 

br 

 

 

 

 

A Landscape Photography Tutorial 

I confess I am a YouTube junky. But this guy is good and for members who are into landscape I 

strongly suggest this one. Allow 17 minutes and you will get the best landscape tutorial around.  

He has many more but this covers all the key points. (Barry Shepherd) 

Simple September - SnapChick Monthly Photography Theme 

YouTube based photography class with themes for each month 

How to photograph landscapes | YouTube and lynda.com tutorial 

This tutorial discusses light and shadow in landscape photography and presents shooting and  

composition tips.  

Photography Tutorials 

https://youtu.be/k7WL02EhEUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31ZkpHZWgX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeR4Ja_5ysA&t=0s&index=2&list=PLLghbsVxmLOBmbLb-IhFG2kR85D_KWalv
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Polaroid OneStep+ 

Polaroid has just released it’s new analog camera the OneStep+. It  

features numerous upgrades that will allow for 

expanded photographic creativity through a  

digital integration that is about adding control  

to analog image-making. The camera is still anchored in its nos-

talgic design, but it will come with an adjacent app that affords 

users added tools like double-exposure, light-painting, self-timer, remote trigger, noise 

trigger, manual mode and scanner (a tool that intuitively corrects glare and crops your 

photos).  $160 U.S. 

 

My Passport Wireless Shock-Resistant SSD 

Back up photos and videos from your outdoor adventures  

while you’re on the road with the My Passport Wireless Shock-

Resistant SSD. Thanks to the one-touch copy button, this  

rugged device can copy across media from any SD memory card.  

It can also import photos and videos from USB card  

readers, which is useful when you are using an older DSLR.  

The built-in power bank offers 10 hours of battery life. In addition, 

the SSD can provide backup power for your phone and other  

devices.  $250+ CDN 

 

NELOMO Universal Professional HD Camera Lens Kit for  

iPhone Samsung S8+/S8 and other Cellphones Smartphones 

3 IN 1 DETACHABLE LENS: 0.65x  

Super wide Angle Lens,  

Updated 15x MACRO Lens and  

230 degree fisheye lens  $40 CDN 

 

Peak Design Capture Camera Clip 

This device makes it safe and easy to carry your camera at all 

times, offering instant access for the right shot. Likewise, the 

quick release button releases your camera in an instant. The 

security lock also prevents accidental release.  $70 US 

Equipment C
o
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